






Patients  

 410 patients with cirrhosis 

 372 alcoholic, 38 post.hep., 10 cryp. or  
mixed 

 290 males, 120 females 

 Child-Turc. A 108, B 186, C 116 

 Ascites in 233  



Variables studied (1) 



Variables studied (2) 



 Survival  



Principal Components 

Analysis (factor analysis) 

 This method analyses the correlation pattern 
between the variables  

 It combines groups of highly correlated 
variables  

 This results in a smaller number of 
independent (uncorrelated) new variables 
(components or factors) explaining a large 

part of the variation. 

 The purpose is to clarify the structure in the 
data 

 



Principal components (factors) 

 We obtained 9 principal components accounting for 

75.3 % of the variance in the data.  



Variance explained (%) 21.36 



Variance explained (%) 13.83  



Variance explained (%) 8.66   



Variance explained (%) 7.35    



Variance explained (%) 6.67     



Variance explained (%) 5.65      



Variance explained (%) 4.47       



Variance explained (%) 4.02        



Variance explained (%) 3.28        





Conclusions 

 Principal components can clarify the 
structure of complex data 

 A reduced number of independent 
factors can be identified 

 The marked prognostic influence of 
hepatic dysfunction was confined to one 
factor 

 The independent factor of reduced 
cardiac preload had additional prognostic 
influence 


